
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Welcome to the Women’s Empowerment: Support New Beginnings Toolkit!  
We are so glad you are joining us in the Women’s Empowerment: Support New Beginnings 
fundraising event.  
 
This toolkit has all the resources you need to start your own personal fundraising initiative 
to support new beginnings. In it, you will find: 

 Section 1: What is the Women’s Empowerment: Support New Beginnings campaign? 
 Section 2: How to get involved (ideas, how to start a team, etc.) 
 Section 3: Social media materials (post material, graphics, poster, etc.) and sample 

email templates 
 Section 4: Fundraising tips 

 
 

Section 1:  
What is the Women’s Empowerment: Support New Beginnings campaign and 
what are you raising money for? 
 
At ProLiteracy, we dream of opening access to educational resources for women in 
need to create a world where every adult can reach their full potential. 
 
Of the more than 43 million adults in the United States who lack basic literacy skills, 
two-thirds are women. Research also shows that up to 90% of domestic abuse 
survivors lack financial literacy skills. Without basic skills, women with low literacy 
skills often cannot get good employment, care for themselves and their families, or manage 
their financial lives. 
 
ProLiteracy’s mission is to change lives and communities through the power of adult 
literacy. With your help, we can create an online course that will teach women the basic 
financial literacy skills they need to become independent, such as budgeting and how to 
manage their money. Our goal is to raise $50,000 to create the course. 
 
This direct-to-student course would be free to domestic violence shelters and other social 
service organizations to utilize. This course will not only help students learn necessary 
financial literacy skills but will also develop basic reading, writing, and language skills. As a 
result, women will gain the confidence they need to transition into a traditional adult 
education program, where they can earn their high school equivalency, become a U.S. 
citizen, or increase their basic literacy skills to create a better life for themselves and their 
families.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Section 2:  
How can I get involved in the Support New Beginnings campaign? 
 
Start raising money 

 Make a donation. 
 Share the fundraiser on social media and with your network (see post ideas and 

graphics below). 
 Create your team on the Women’s Empowerment: Support New Beginnings 

campaign page (www.proliteracy.org/supportnewbeginnings). From there you can 
share your team page with friends, family, and your social network.  

 Join the mailing list for fundraising campaign updates. 
 
Create your own team on the campaign page.  

 Set your own personal fundraising goal. Ask your friends, family, co-workers, and 
network to make donations to help you reach your personal goal.  

 Unleash your creativity! Come up with new ways to encourage contributions.  
 
How do I set up my own team page? 

 On the Women’s Empowerment: Support New Beginnings homepage click on the 
Register button if you are new to the page, or log in if you have created a fundraiser 
for ProLiteracy before.   

 You can create an account using either your Facebook account or your name and 
email address.  

 Click Get Started to create a new team, join an existing team, or stay solo.  If you are 
creating your own team, name your team and set a team goal.   

 You can invite friends to join your team by sending an email directly to your 
contacts. 

 Personalize your team page with a photo and share your team URL to social media, 
email it to friends and family to promote your team page.  

 
How do I join a team? 

 From the Women’s Empowerment: Support New Beginnings homepage click on the 
Find a Team button.  

 Search for the team you would like to join by typing the team name in the search 
field, or click See List and select the team name from the full list. 

 
Stay solo! Fundraise on your own. 

 From the Women’s Empowerment: Support New Beginnings homepage click on the 
Register button if you are new to the page, or log in if you have created a fundraiser 
for ProLiteracy before.  

 To fundraise without a team, click Stay Solo. You can then share your personal URL 
to your network of friends and family to fundraise on behalf of the Support New 
Beginnings campaign. 
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Check out these videos for help setting up your fundraiser: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLgQtSb1M1RldqY5IhJXkm4h1mot6rJi72  
 
There is a FAQ section on the top right corner of the Women’s Empowerment: Support 
New Beginnings homepage for your reference. 
 
For technical questions, click the Contact button on the top right corner of the 
homepage. Our site administrator will get back to you within one business day. 
For questions regarding ProLiteracy or the Women’s Empowerment campaign, email 
Lara Pimentel at lpimentel@proliteracy.org or Amanda Wilson at 
awilson@proliteracy.org. 
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Section 3: 
Social Media tips to spread the generosity 
 

 Like or follow ProLiteracy’s website and social media. Share our posts about 
adult literacy and the Women’s Empowerment: Support New Beginnings 
campaign. 

o Website: www.proliteracy.org 
o Facebook: www.facebook.com/ProLiteracy 

o Twitter: twitter.com/proliteracy 
o Instagram: www.instagram.com/proliteracy 
o LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/proliteracy-worldwide 

 
 Post about the Women’s Empowerment: Support New Beginnings initiative by 

using the hashtags: 
o #SupportNewBeginnings 
o #WeForShe 

 
o Don’t forget to tag @ProLiteracy 

 
 Link to the Women’s Empowerment: Support New Beginnings fundraising 

homepage: 

o www.proliteracy.org/supportnewbeginnings 
 

 Post about how your community can get involved.  
Sample post: 
Of the more than 43 million adults in the United States who lack basic literacy 
skills, two-thirds are women. Help empower women through the power of adult 
literacy. www.proliteracy.org/supportnewbeginnings.  
#SupportNewBeginnings    #WeForShe 
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Women’s Empowerment: Support New Beginnings Poster 
In collaboration with SelfPubCookCovers.com, ProLiteracy’s newest corporate partner, a 
poster contest was held to create this year’s Women’s Empowerment: Support New 
Beginnings poster.  
 
This years’ winning artist is Frina Art.  
 
 
 
Download the poster, and hang it up 
where you work, at your local library, 
adult education center, and elsewhere 
to promote the Women’s 
Empowerment campaign. The more we 
can spread the word on how to help 
women gain literacy skills on April 21, 
the better! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sample Graphics 
Feel free to use these graphics on social media. Click on the following link to download 
images for Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn.  
 
Download photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://selfpubbookcovers.com/
https://www.proliteracy.org/Portals/0/Images/Advocacy/Women's%20Empowerment/Resources/ProLiteracy-SPBC-SupportNewBeginnings-9x12.pdf?ver=2020-02-24-124016-147
https://www.proliteracy.org/Get-Involved/Womens-Empowerment/Romance-for-Literacy-Resources


 

 

 
 
Sample Email templates 
Use the following email templates to help recruit members to your fundraising team!  
 
Template 1:  
 
Dear [recipient’s preferred name],  
 
I am supporting ProLiteracy’s Women’s Empowerment: Support New Beginnings campaign. 
ProLiteracy’s mission is to change lives and communities through the power of adult 
literacy. More than 43 million adults across the United States lack basic literacy skills, two-
thirds of whom are women.  
 
I am raising money for the development an online course that will help domestic abuse 
survivors learn critical financial literacy skills to become independent. In addition, the 
course will also help women develop foundational reading, writing, and language skills. It is 
with these skills that women can gain the confidence they need to transition into traditional 
adult literacy education programs and earn their high school equivalencies, become U.S. 
citizens, or increase basic literacy skills to create a better life for themselves and their 
families.  
 
Adult literacy is important to me because <why is literacy important to you>. Help me help 
women gain important life and literacy skills. Every woman deserves to be happy and 
successful in life!  
 
<Link to your personal fundraising team page or 
www.proliteracy.org/supportnewbeginnings> 
 
Sincerely/Much love/Best/etc., 
[Your name] 
 
 
 
Template 2: 
 

Hello [recipient’s preferred name],  
 
Please help me support my personal Women’s Empowerment: Support New Beginnings 
campaign. This initiative will help support women looking to gain confidence and financial 
freedom while improving their literacy skills. Even a small donation will help me achieve 
my goal! The process is fast, easy, and secure. Thank you so much for your support! 
 
<Link to your personal fundraising team page or 
www.proliteracy.org/supportnewbeginnings> 
 
Sincerely/Much love/Best/etc., 
[Your name] 
 
 

http://www.proliteracy.org/supportnewbeginnings
http://www.proliteracy.org/supportnewbeginnings


 

 

 
 
 
Template 3:  
Use this template to update your friends and family on your fundraising progress! 
 
Dear [recipient’s preferred name], 
 
I hope that you’re doing well!  
 
As you may have heard, I’m raising money for ProLiteracy’s Women’s Empowerment: 
Support New Beginnings campaign and I could really use your help. I’ve already raised 
[amount], but I’m trying to make it to [amount] by April 21. 
 
Even a small donation would help me reach my goal.  
 
You can make a donation on my crowdfunding campaign page by clicking here [insert URL 
to your campaign page]. Feel free to share my campaign on Facebook and Twitter, too! 
Thank you in advance for your support. Please let me know if you have any questions about 
the campaign or my goal. 
 
<Link to your personal fundraising team page or 
www.proliteracy.org/supportnewbeginnings> 
 
Sincerely/Much love/Best/etc., 
[Your name] 
 
 
Template 4:  
Don’t forget to thank your donors. Thank them through email or tag them on social 
media. 
 
Dear [recipient’s preferred name], 
 
Thank you so much for being a part of my campaign to support Women’s Empowerment 
through literacy! Thanks to you and many others, I was able to raise $[amount], which will 
help women gain confidence and financial freedom while improving their literacy skills.  
 
Thank you again! You have no idea how much your support means to me! 
 
Sincerely/Much love/Best/etc., 
[Your name] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.proliteracy.org/supportnewbeginnings


 

 

 
 
 
Section 4: Fundraising Tips 
 

1. Get the ball rolling: No one likes to be the first.  That is why it is a good idea to get 
your fundraising page off to a good start by making the first contribution. This will 
make others more likely to get involved. 
 

2. Add your WHY to the email:  We have added an email template you can use to 
connect with your community about your fundraising team. The most important 
thing you can add to this message is why you are fundraising. Let your community 
of friends and family know why adult literacy matters to you. That is what they care 
about the most. 

 
3. Start with your close contacts: It is always best to start by emailing your close 

contacts because they are the most likely to donate. Try sending some quick 
personal messages to your inner circle to build up some momentum. Then use the 
email template (which you can customize) to reach your other contacts.  
 

4. Move onto social media: One of the best strategies is to tag and thank people that 
have already donated while you are asking for new donations. This spreads your 
message further and lets the people you are asking know that people are already 
getting behind you. 
 

5. Re-engage with email: Do not hesitate to send a few follow-up emails. Emails are 
easy to overlook and people often open them up quickly and then forget to go back 
to them. Use email to keep people up to date with your progress as you hit different 
milestones (50% raised, 75% raised, etc.) and ask supporters to help you hit your 
next milestone. 
 

6. Continue updating social media: As more of your network gets behind you, keep 
thanking them on social media and make sure you continue to share your progress 
toward your goal. 
 

Fundraising often takes a little creativity and persistence, but it is vitally important to 
our mission and you can do it. Know that your effort will make a big difference! 
Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
See something we’ve missed, or is there something you would like more information 
about? Reach out to the Development team at ProLiteracy for additional help. 
 
Lara Pimentel, Director of Development 
lpimentel@proliteracy.org 
(315) 214-2573 
 
Amanda Wilson, Annual Fund Manager 
awilson@proliteracy.org 
(315) 214-2464 
 
Stephanie Meyer, Development Data Manager 
Rallybound site administrator 
smeyer@proliteracy.org 
(315) 214-2583 
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