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IN SICKNESS AND IN HEALTH

My wife, Jan, always the adventurer. 

I It is amazing to think that my wife, Jan, and I have been together for more 
than 30 years. We met in 1987, had our first “real date” a few months later 
and got married in 1992. Wow, time flies!

Together, we have three beautiful children: Katy, Elizabeth and James. 
I can’t imagine my life without her. Every year, it feels like I love her even more. As a 
former motocross racer and an accomplished pilot, she always goes after what she 
wants – no matter how difficult. I am constantly in awe of her strength, her 
independence and her courage.
Five years ago, I saw these qualities surface again. In September 2013, Jan was 
diagnosed with colon cancer. 
Nothing prepares you for being told the love of your life has cancer. I remember at 
the time we were very busy, busy transitioning our kids to new schools, busy with 
challenging times at work. But it is the same thing you hear from others about how 
you just can’t handle a situation… and then you do.
Jan and I went into action mode. She underwent several tests to determine the 
severity of her condition, and I did a lot of research to not only care for Jan but to 
also distract myself. 
Jan and I met with a lot of doctors in Southern California, but it wasn’t until we met 
with Dr. Michael Stamos at UCI that we knew where we wanted her surgery and 
ongoing treatment to be. 
To this day, I am so thankful we chose the UCI Chao Family Comprehensive Cancer 
Center. The minimally invasive technique they used, the follow-up tests, the care – 
all of it – was nothing short of incredible. 
Last year, I read about UCI’s Anti-Cancer Challenge through one of UCI’s 
publications. And there was no time for contemplation. I signed Jan and me up 
right away. The Chao Family Comprehensive Cancer Center was there for my family 
and me when we needed it the most. Now it is our turn to support the organization 
that is truly making a difference in cancer research.

For more information, visit  
anti-cancerchallenge.org  
and register today — Greg Ackerman

As avid cyclists, Jan and I were a perfect 
match for the Anti-Cancer Challenge last 
year.

http://www.ucirvinehealth.org/preventmelanoma



