
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

2020 Columbus’  
Brewer’s Ball 

Thursday, March 5, 2020 ~ 6:30 - 10:00 PM 
Vue Columbus – Columbus, Ohio 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation ~ Central Ohio Chapter 
575 Copeland Mill Rd. Suite 1A 

Westerville, Ohio 43081 
 

Contact:  
Jennifer Hughes, Development Manager 

jhughes@cff.org 

614.890.6565 
 

https://finest.cff.org/columbus 

 
 

INFORMATION FOR FINEST 
NOMINEES/HONOREES 
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ABOUT CYSTIC FIBROSIS 

Cystic fibrosis is a rare, genetic, life-shortening 

disease that affects every organ in the body and 

makes breathing difficult. Some people with the 

disease say it’s like breathing through a narrow 

straw. In people with CF, a defective gene 

causes a thick buildup of mucus in the lungs, 

pancreas and other organs. In the lungs, the 

mucus clogs the airways and traps bacteria, 

leading to life-threatening lung infections. Sixty 

years ago, most children did not live long 

enough to attend elementary school, but  

thanks to Foundation-based research and  

care, the median survival age of people with  

CF is now into the 40’s. 

ABOUT THE CYSTIC FIBROSIS FOUNDATION 

Founded in 1955, the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation 

is the world's leader in the search for a cure for 

cystic fibrosis. The Foundation was started by 

parents desperate to save their children’s lives. 

Their relentless and impassioned determination 

to prolong life has resulted in tremendous strides 

over the past 60 years in accelerating innovative 

research and drug development, as well as 

advancing care and advocacy. Virtually every 

approved cystic fibrosis drug therapy available 

now was made possible because of the 

Foundation and its supporters. Still, we believe 

no one should have to die at a young age. We 

will not rest until we have a cure for all 

people living with CF. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CYSTIC FIBROSIS FOUNDATION, 

leading the way 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While people with CF are living longer than in the past,  
we still lose precious young lives every day. 



Despite tremendous progress, we are not yet done. Our story   

will not be finished until we have achieved normal life spans and 

have a cure for 100 percent of people with CF. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Better Todays 

In addition to adding tomorrows by pursuing innovative treatments, we’re also committed to helping people with 

CF live the best lives that they can today. Along with new therapies and a one-time cure, we’re still steadfast in 

our efforts to develop treatments that address the symptoms of CF. We are continuing to invest in CF care by 

increasing our support for the 120 centers in our innovative care network, with a focus on adult care and mental 

health. And we’re actively focused on lung transplant initiatives for the many adults with CF who need them. We 

are enabling efforts by and for people with CF. And we’re working diligently in the policy arena to ensure that 

people with CF have access to the care they need. In addition, CF Foundation Compass, exists to help people 

with CF and their families with insurance, financial, legal and other complex issues they are facing.  

 

We need your involvement now as much as ever before to  

reach that goal. 

 

 

 

WHY SUPPORT THE FOUNDATION? 

Many people with CF are living long 

enough to realize their dreams of 

attending college, pursuing careers, 

getting married, and having children. 

This is due in large part to the work of 

the Foundation and the amazing CF 

community. We helped discover the gene 

that causes CF, created a state-of-the-art 

model for CF care, and have funded 

groundbreaking research. But we’re not 

done. We are working every day to build 

on this incredible momentum, and we 

won’t stop until there is a cure for all 

people living with CF.  

 

Research Advances 

Drugs that treat the genetic cause of CF are 

rapidly becoming available to more individuals 

as a result of the Foundation’s efforts. There 

are now two FDA-approved therapies that 

treat the basic defect in cystic fibrosis for more 

than half of the population. Perhaps most 

exciting, more and more people will be helped 

by these treatments in coming years. In fact, 

by 2026, we expect that close to 95 percent of 

people with CF will benefit from similar drugs. 

One-Time Cure 

But we don’t just want to treat CF. We want to 

end CF – for everyone, including those with rare 

or nonsense mutations. To bring that vision to 

life, we are focused on a very high-tech and 

experimental process called gene editing. Gene 

editing will remove the genetic mutation that 

causes CF and replace it with a normal 

sequence of DNA. Research into using gene 

editing to cure CF is already underway. Although 

there are many hurdles, with time and continued 

effort, we believe we will see a permanent, one-

time cure in our lifetimes. 



WE ARE ONE, UNTIL IT’S DONE 
 

leaving no one behind 

 

 

The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation is a proven leader in the field of rare disease research and is recognized globally 

for its unprecedented advancements. The Foundation will continue to invest heavily in science supporting its 

mission so that we can add tomorrows to the lives of those with this disease – and help improve quality of life 

today.   

 



 

 

 

 

campaign + event overview 
ABOUT THE EVENT: 

The Central Ohio Chapter of the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation (CFF) and the Columbus’ Brewer’s Ball 
will be honoring Columbus’ best and brightest young professionals. These honorees show exemplary 
leadership, are active in their communities, and have excelled in their profession or business. These 
leaders are not only making a positive local impact, they’re also committed to supporting the 
Foundation’s mission – to cure cystic fibrosis (CF) and to provide all people with the disease the 
opportunity to lead full, productive lives by funding research and drug development, promoting 
individualized treatment, and ensuring access to high-quality, specialized care.  
 
Those who participate are given the opportunity to display their community involvement and highlight 
their professional achievements, while raising funds to help provide all people with cystic fibrosis the 
opportunity to lead full, productive lives. 
 
The CFF Columbus’ Brewers Ball campaign begins with an honoree kick-off reception where the 2020 
honorees will be introduced. Honorees will also receive a fundraising packet and will be assigned a CF 
ambassador and fundraising mentors. Throughout the campaign one-on-one meetings and networking 
events will take place. The campaign culminates with a celebration event where honorees are 
recognized! 
 

HONOREE CRITERIA: 

Each honoree must: 

• Demonstrate leadership 

• Be successful in their chosen career 

• Exhibit willingness to make a commitment to a worthy cause 

• Be between 23-45 years of age 
 

HONOREE BENEFITS: 

• Helping to provide all people with cystic fibrosis, a life-threatening disease, the opportunity to 

lead full, productive lives 

• Recognition in your community as community leader in business and philanthropy 

• Networking with elite young professionals  

• Having a significant award on your resume and business and social networking sites 

• Receiving a professional photo to use on your business and social networking sites/materials 

• Highlighted as an honoree in the local CFF chapter web site, social media and e-news 

• Featured in local media such as magazines, newspapers, radio, television, community web 

sites and other social media sites (if available) 

• Recognition on stage as one of the successful honorees and Columbus’ top young 

professionals at the final celebratory event 

• Receiving the CFF Finest Young Professional award/trophy 

• Eligible for prizes based upon fundraising success 

 



 

HONOREE STANDARDS & REQUIREMENTS: 

Each Honoree must secure at minimum: 

• Raise a minimum of $2,500 throughout 17-weeks fundraising (beginning 11/8/19 and ending 
on 3/5/20) 

• Provide a minimum of two baskets for the silent auction valued at $100 or more 

• Attend the honoree kickoff reception on Friday, November 8, 2019 at our CF Care Center at 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital at 8am 

• Attend the Brewer’s Ball on Thursday March 5, 2020 at 6:30pm 

 
DATES OF IMPORTANCE: 

• Nomination period will run from August – October 2019 

• Complete and turn in the nomination application including short bio to the CF Foundation by  
Friday, October 18, 2019 
The “Class of 2020” will be formally announced on November 1, 2019 

• Kickoff reception on Friday, November 8, 2019 at our CF Care Center at Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital at 8am 

• Campaign officially begins November 8, 2019 

• Brewer’s Ball will be held on Thursday, March 5, 2020 at Vue Columbus at 6:30pm 

• Attend a one-on-one fundraising meeting with your CF Foundation mentor and ambassador 

• Attend three networking events throughout the campaign (optional) 

• Provide contact lists for which CF Foundation staff can mail the event invitations (optional) 

• Be available for pre and post media promotions, including group Honoree photo  

• Be an active alumni for the 2021 CFF Columbus’ Finest campaign 

• Provide honoree nomination for 2021 
 

THE NOMINATING PROCESS: 

• A nominating committee comprised of local business and civic leaders identifies potential 
honorees and actively recruits them to participate in the campaign 

• Nomination forms are posted online and in other appropriate areas for community and self-
nominations 

• The nominating committee reviews all nominations and interviews potential candidates if 
needed; chooses and mentors honorees; notifies those chosen and sends a letter of regret to 
those who are not chosen 

 
CYSTIC FIBROSIS FOUNDATION STAFF WILL PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING: 
 

• Past honorees to mentor the current class 

• Local families to build a relationship with, for the honorees to fundraise in their honor 

• “White glove” fundraising coaching and service 

• An initial fundraising meeting to establish honoree goals and create an action plan 

• Individual fundraising web pages 

• Candidate headshots (to be taken at the Finest Kickoff) 

• CFF will feature the top honoree and their company’s logo on a billboard for one month 

• One-year free membership to CF Foundations’ Tomorrow’s Leaders Program.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Important note on attendance at Foundation events: 

To reduce the risk of getting and spreading germs at CF Foundation-sponsored events, we ask that everyone follow basic best practices by 
regularly cleaning your hands with soap and water or with an alcohol-based hand gel, covering your cough or sneeze with a tissue or your 
inner elbow and maintaining a safe 6-foot distance from anyone with a cold or infection.  

Medical evidence shows that germs may spread among people with CF through direct and indirect contact, as well as through droplets that 
travel short distances when a person coughs or sneezes. These germs can lead to worsening symptoms and speed decline in lung function. 
To further reduce the risk of cross-infection, the Foundation's attendance policy recommends inviting only one person with CF to an indoor 
Foundation-sponsored event at a specific time.  

 

         

 

The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, has unrestricted financial reserves of about 10 times its 2019 budgeted 
expenses, following a one-time royalty sale in 2014. The sale was made possible by the Foundation's successful venture philanthropy model, 
through which we have raised and invested hundreds of millions of dollars to help discover and develop breakthrough CF therapies. We have 
placed this revenue into an Opportunity Fund to accelerate support for innovative medical research and important scientific advancements to 
one day find a lifelong cure. 

The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation is working to cure cystic fibrosis and to provide all people with the disease the opportunity to lead full, 
productive lives by funding research and drug development, promoting individualized treatment, and ensuring access to high-quality, 
specialized care. We need your support so that someday CF stands for Cure Found. For more information about the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation, visit www.cff.org. To request a copy of the Foundation's Annual Report, email info@cff.org or call 800 FIGHT-CF. 

IMPORTANT NOTE ON 2019 HONOREE FUNDRAISING   

Only Honorees who raise or have confirmed commitments for the minimum fundraising amount of $2,500 

by the Brewer’s Ball (March 5, 2020) will be individually recognized from the podium and receive full 

benefits and recognition.   

Honorees who are still fundraising by the date of the Brewer’s Ball may choose to:  

1. Self-donate in order to reach goal and receive full benefits and recognition; or        

2. Continue fundraising (deadline for receipt of funds is 12/31/20). Honorees who reach goal after the 

event will receive an Honoree award and be recognized for their accomplishments on social media and at 

other CFF events at the CFF’s discretion. 


