
Dear Friends of CFF, 

First and foremost, I would like to thank you for your continuous support of the Redbone @ Large Lower Niagara Sport 
Fishing Challenge. Thanks to your support, the Redbone at Large Lower Niagara Sport Fishing Challenge has raised 
over $1 Million over the past 10 years! 

As some of you may be aware, our dear friend Gary Ellis sadly passed away February of this year.  Gary’s passion in-
spired us all over the past 30 years. When his daughter Nicole was born with CF 36 years ago he and his wife Susan 
were told that Nicole would not live past the age of 10.  Gary and Susan had to do something to make sure their   
daughter would live the full life she deserved and that is when they started the Redbone Tournaments.  Over the past 3 
decades Redbone tournaments such as ours has helped to raise over 30 million dollars in support of the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation (CFF).  2019 was a fantastic year for CFF as the FDA approved Trikafta, a transformative milestone in the 
fight against Cystic Fibrosis.  Pictured above is Gary and Nicole who is now 36 years old living out the full life Gary and 
Susan had dreamed for her.  As a tribute to Gary we want to continue to support CFF and keep the momentum going as 
we need to make CF stand for Cure Found! 

Based on the latest CDC COVID guidance, the CF Foundation has suspended all in-person events through the end of 
year. Nothing will stop us in continuing our effort to find a cure and keep Gary Ellis’ legacy alive.   I’m excited to share 
we will still hold our event virtually!  This year marks the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation’s 65th Anniversary, and this is a 
landmark year so we have set a fundraising goal of $65,000!!  Enclosed/attached with this letter is a flyer to explain 
more details as to how you can participate in this fun event! 

I am confident this virtual fishing event will help us continue our efforts to raise vital dollars and awareness to help find 
a cure for CF.   Please consider making a 100% tax deductible donation and you can also send your checks to WTS, 435 
North 2nd Street, Lewiston NY, 14092.  Please make checks payable to Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 

The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation is the world's leader in the search for a cure for cystic fibrosis. The Foundation funds 
more CF research than any other organization, and nearly every CF drug available today was made possible because of 
supporters like you.  

For questions, contact Yvonne Anderson at yanderson@wtsonline.com or 716-754-5400 or Heather McKeever at 
hmckeever@cff.org  (716) 204-2535.  We hope that you will participate in this unique experience and come together 
with your passion as you always do…year over year.  Looking forward to “seeing” you all virtually this fall!  

 

Very truly yours,  

    

     

Gary P. Hall, Event Chair 

As of December 31, 2019, the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, had unrestricted financial reserves of 
about 11 times its budgeted 2020 expenses, following a royalty sale in 2014. The sale was made possible by the Foundation’s success-
ful venture philanthropy model, through which we have raised and invested hundreds of millions of dollars to help discover and devel-
op breakthrough CF therapies. This and any future revenue from our model is reinvested into the CF Foundation’s mission to cure cystic 
fibrosis and to provide all people with CF the opportunity to lead long, fulfilling lives. To obtain a copy of our latest Annual Report, visit 
https://www.cff.org/About-Us/Reports-and-Financials/, email info@cff.org or call 1-800-FIGHT-CF. A copy of the latest annual report 

may be obtained from the organization or from The Charities Bureau, Department of Law, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271 
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